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Of the genuine films there were quite a number of good ones, all
selected for propaganda purposes. Sapper operations and other
engineering were shown; artillery positions; reviews before the kings
of Bavaria and Saxony; a huge monument to Hindenburg, already
erected in Berlin; a mass meeting in Berlin and diplomatic presenta-
tions to the Sultan in the presence of Enver Pasha. Also Balkan
diplomatists talking to the Sultan, who was sitting on a seat. There
were several films of the Danish army and navy manoeuvres intended
to give the impression that Denmark was on the German side and
was quickly mobilizing.
The faked films were of German soldiers feeding crowds of Belgian
and French children, and the title was " Barbarians Feeding the
Hungry." A row of colossal and grinning German soldiers with the
tide, " Sehen Barbarien zo aus?" made one feel inclined to answer,
"No barbarian has ever looked so unattractive." English prisoners
were depicted with delighted expressions of love for the Germans who
were guarding them.
Here follow excerpts from my diary:
Jan. 23, 19/5. I dined at the Albert Greys' and met Admiral Custance
and Lord George Hamilton. The conversation was all about the war,
and Lloyd George gave us stories about Disraeli. He told us of how
Lord Halsbury and another K.C. were arguing a case in the House of
Lords rather brilliantly; " Dizzy " said to the man sitting next to him,
who had remarked on the fine efforts of both advocates," Yes, but they
need not both look like hippopotami."
Admiral Custance was rather reticent about the new guns on the
next Dreadnoughts which are said to be going to make short work
of the Heligoland forts. He said that the Heligoland guns did not
amount to much, and that range did not count so much, especially in
a foggy climate: what counted was having a really smashing instru-
ment, and he said, apropos of submarines, that they believed that the
Germans had lost twenty-five out of their eighty which they had at
the beginning of the war.
Jan. 24. We lunched with Admiral Bruce. He told me how in 1887
he had been in command at Spithead, when the Kaiser, then Crown
Prince, came on board. Bruce asked him into his cabin and ordered
a bottle of champagne. They talked for half an hour. The Kaiser